2i4                           FOOTSLOGGER

with me, as far-seeing eyes and quick messengers to give me
information from, or to carry orders to, any part of the linet

In the late afternoon German Cavalry galloped out from the
cover of the copses to the south-east of Meteren but were
decimated by our fire.

At dawn on the i4th a further very heavy attack was made
on our positions, and wide gaps were made in the front covered
by the Queen's and the Cameronians.

The enemy exploited these gains to full advantage, pushing
forward light machine-guns with great rapidity. The Queen's,
very much shaken, and the Cameronians again began to recede
from their positions ; and on this morning our line was definitely
maintained by the splendid devotion to duty by my machine-
gunners who suffered severe losses.

I moved continually between my posts, sometimes on horse-
back, and sometimes on foot, and witnessed the enemy piled
dead before our guns. The heaviest losses were inflicted.

So critical was the situation that I issued orders to my sergeants
in charge of gun teams that at any time that they saw British
troops retiring they were to fire on them ; and from the mill
I saw one of my gunners destroy a platoon of one regiment in
full flight.

Between six and seven another determined attack was made
on our front. I had sent back continuous report to General
Mayne commanding the igth Brigade, and so grave was the
situation that he asked me to come to him in his headquarters
in Meteren personally to report. He asked me whether it was
possible for any line to be held south and east of Meteren pending
the arrival of further reinforcements which could not be expected
immediately.

I replied that this was possible. He turned over to my com-
mand two platoons of the 2nd New Zealand Entrenching
Battalion. The line which I took up was that which up to the
end of the operations on the igth constituted our front line ;
and this I now made our front line on the I4th. I could not have
asked for or expected any better co-operation than that rendered
by the New Zealanders. I issued orders immediately for the
withdrawal of our guns to this line, and for them to be disposed
in depth behind it. " The withdrawal to be carried out Section
by Section and Gun by Gun with covering fire." Writing in my
official War Diary for April 1918, I recorded, " No finer retire-
ment could have been carried out. In the face of great enemy